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Marvin P Zimmerman M.D.

ihen the Islander East proposal was first made, | contacted a
large company with extensive experience in HDD. The manager
indicated to me that, since the exit of the HDD was under the open
Sound, the drilling could not legally be done because it would violate
the Clean Water Act. Until this time HDD has only been used where
both ends were on solid land where the waste could be dealt with and
not run free into the water.

Since we are situated on Stony Creek Granite, itis hard to
imaging this drilling could be successful since it would have to go
through long stretches of this dense granite. e therefore would be
faced with this project being converted to trenching which would be
even worse--witness the electric cable from New Haven to Long
Island which has not been allowed to start transmission because they
could not bury it deeply enough due to the rock, as well as the
Iroquois gas line which was placed under Long Island Sound, from
Milford CT to Long Island over twelve years ago by trenching. There is
today still severe damage to oystering in this area and the industry
has yet to see a return to its previous prosperous state. Islander East
would then want to be allowed to change their application, having
spent much money without adequate research, and make the public
suffer further destruction of the environment due to Islander East's
wrong headed pursuit of this project.

It is very easy to see this happening in Branford if Islander East
is given permission to proceed. One can easily imagine their tearful
presentation of all of their monetary outlay going to waste. Allowing

them to proceed will result in further degradation of long Island
Sound!

Please do not let this happen. Stop this terrible pipeline project!

23 Prospect Hill Road Stony Creek Ct. 06405-5711 USA
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Office for the General Counsel for Ocean Services
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

1305 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910

To Whom It May Concern:

This is a letter written to express our opposition to the proposed construction of the Islander
East Pipeline from an existing gas transmission facility in the Connecticut town of North
Haven through the towns of North Haven, North Branford and Branford and across Long
Island Sound.

As currently planned, this pipeline will have a tremendous negative environmental impact on
three land trust properties, adjacent conservation wetlands and uplands, Long Island Sound
shellfish beds and seal sanctuaries. It threatens to upset toxic lands potentially sending
contaminants into the public water supply. It passes 50 feet from a private grade school and
will travel parallel to a trap-rock transporting railroad line where derailments may occur.

As proposed, the Islander East Pipeline is unsafe and will cause untold damage to our
environment.

We therefore urge you to deny Islander East’s appeal for the “coastal consistency” that was
previously denied twice by the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection.

Sincerely,

Gty (fecer
o éz:&bux

Robert and Jane Quinby

September 23, 2003



August 28, 2003

Ms. Cori Rose

U.S. Army Corps of Engmeers
New England District

696 Virginia Road

Concord, MA 01742-2751

RE: Permit Application No. 200103091

Dear Ms. Rose:

I am writing to comment on Islander East Pipeline’s proposed, Permit Application
No. 200103091, The Construction of the Cross-Sound Pipeline. I was in attendance on
August S, 2003 at Branford High School when public comment was being heard by the
Army Corp of Engineers on the propose pipeline. Although I signed-up to comment, my
timeslot, unfortunately, became so late and for business reasons I had to leave.

1 have been a commercial lobsterman and shell-fisherman for approximately thirty
years in Long Island Sound. T am currently President of the Connecticut Commercial
Lobstermen’s’ Association; and members. of the Long Island Sound Lobster Research
Steering Committee, and the Lobster Committee Advisory Panel to the Atlantic States

Marine Fisheries Commission, I also serve on the advisory panel to the Lobster Institute
in Orono, Maine. »

I must say that the assembly of so many Connecticut politicians and their
comments of concern or opposition to the pipeline was very impressive and the people
responsible for urging their appearance should be congratulated. However, I am skeptical
as to their real motive with regard to the environmental issues. Many comments were
made urging your office to deny Islander East’s application based on environmental
impacts to the various fisheries and resources that inhabit the Sound. Research is
currently ongoing with respect to the continuing collapse of the lobster fishery and after
three years of research and approximately $6.5 million dedicated to it, we are still no
closer to understanding what is killing them. People and politicians are so caught up in

the perceived impacts from the pipeline that they are failing to address our current and
persistent problems in the Long Tsland Sound.

In the past three years there have been three health symposiums between
Connecticut and New. York concerning the health issues in Long Island Sound. I have
attended all three symposiums. It occurred to me, that several, if not all of the politicians

appearing, responding and commentlng at Branford High School on August 5th were
nonexistent at any of these various health symposiums.

My company owns and leases approximately 4,000 acres of shellfish ground in
the Town of Branford. Several of this acreage will be impacted by Islander East’s
proposed pipeline. Through several meetings between Islander East representatives and



Ms. Cori Rose

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
August 28, 2003

Page 2

my company, a mutual agreement was made providing for compensation, and more
importantly, a restoration program designed to re-seed the impacted acreage. I also own
several hundred -acres in Branford Harbor that is continuously compromised by sewage
plant failures with no compensation by Branford. Branford was recently fined for
approximately 100 Clean Water Act violations, which seem to have been ignored by the
“concerned environmentalists” speaking out this past August 5™,

I recently attended and participated in a workshop sponsored by Blue Atlantic
Transmission System called “Potential Effects of The Construction and Operation of
SubSea Pipelines on Lobster Movements and Behavior” held in Providence, R.I., on June
24 - 25, 2003. Representatives from the Army Corp of Engineer were in attendance (See
enclosed invitee list for your review) Although the proposed subsea pipeline was not
impacting Long Island Sound directly, I thought it was a great opportunity to attend and
understand the type -of equipment that might be deployed, construction methods, and
some of the potential environmental impacts that we can anticipate in the Sound. I found
the workshop informative as I am sure your colleagues that attended will agree. I was,
however, disappointed that the CT-DEP did not send a representative to the workshop,
especially with their public concern of the perceived impacts of a pipeline in Long Island
Sound. How disappointing to have missed such an opportunity. ' ’

The bottom line is that the proposed pipeline is going through a very affluent area
of the Town of Branford and a few prominent people who live in the area were able to
orchestrate a powerful political influence under the guise of “environmental destruction”
to avoid a pipeline in their neighborhood. This was obvious by their lack of concern for
the shelifish beds in Milford, Connecticut, where they would rather have the pipeline.

What upsets me is the fact that the people opposing the pipeline are focusing on it
as an environmental destroyer, when their efforts detract from the real and ongoing issues
in Long Island Sound. As you are aware, the permission to construct the pipeline by your
office should depend upon the information and studies supplied and not by an
orchestrated political vote-getting frenzy. I wonder how concerned these people would

be if the pipeline was traversing a trailer-park or some other area outside of their view in
Connecticut.

Good luck on your endeavor, and one last thought, I find it confusing that our
Connecticut DEP Commissioner, Arthur Roque, now opposes the Islander East Pipeline
when he voiced his support for the Cross-Sound Cable in New Haven? (see attached)

Thank you. ™
eiptruly ygur

,,.,—-\.
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David H. Rowe
62 Founders Village
Clinton, CT 06413

August 12, 2003

Ms. Cori Rose . - .. C
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
696 Virginia Road

Concord, MA 01742-2751

Re: Islander East Pipeline, File # 200103091

Dear Ms. Rose:

Many comments at the August 5, 2003 public hearing centered on the profit motive of
the developers of the Islander East Pipeline project; Duke Energy & KeySpan. Another
Duke Energy owned company, Algonquin Gas, has been delivering natural gas to
Branford and surrounding area since September 1953. No one commented they had
benefited from this energy choice.

Natural gas pipelines in America are financed and built by private industry based on
need, supply and demand. The United States government does not build and operate
the infrastructure required to keep energy levels adequate to secure a robust economy.

This project has been thoroughly reviewed at the State and Federal level. Both have
issued approvals: Connecticut Siting Council, Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
and Public Need issued August 1, 2002, Docket No. 221 and the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, Order on Rehearing and Issuing Certificates, Issued
September 19, 2002.

Political interference should not delay this project further. Please issue the necessary
permits that will allow this much needed project to be completed.

Very truly yours,

N\

David H. Rowe
Cc: U.S. Department of Commerce



Camille Stinton
3553 Village Lane
Bunlington, C7 06013

August 10, 2003

M. Conc Roce

U.S. Arvny Corpo of Engineers
696 Unginia Road

Concord, WA 01742

Re: File 2007103097

Dear Mo, Rose:

Ao a Connecticut nesident 7 have followed the application of Tolander East Pipeline Company to
construct a watunal gas pipeline to Long Toland. Zuite frankly, the Connecticut Attorney General
and the DEP ane embamassments. The otatement that the pipeline (o not & “water dependent woe” io
abourd. Fow ds you get to an loland with a bunted pipeline withsut going ints waten?

Having lived on Long Toland as a chitd 7 bnou the issues of loland lining and the necessity of
having an adeguate inrastructine to suppont the growth and ecomomsy. Lang Toland weeds this
gacdlicy to be completed as soon as possible 2o stow down the nising coot of energy.

Connectieut residents that oppose the pigeline are narnow minded and selfish. After all, 90% of all
gas flowing into Connecticut travels finst, thnough Hew York State, .

7kwquwm~w&mmmkam@ma¢mmmw¢a/ﬂm@d
politically connected folhs that live in an exclusive, prévate neighlbortood on the Branfond shoneline.
UWhatd they be opposed to this project of it wene impacting middlectass, Wue collar folhe along Route
17 9 don't think so. 7mumt&«¢mtém¢&¢ém7zmg?%fo¢&,téee&te Thecr
theme continues to be, “anyuhere but Branford,”

Please Conps. 7 wnge you to approve this profect as sson as posoible.

ot ST

é«nx‘t’(esm
7{5@9@ of Commence



August 8, 2003

Mr. Scott Gudes

Deputy Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere
U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: Islander East’s appeal of the Connecticut DEP’s. denial of the CZM

Dear Mr. Gudes,

I am a Branford, Connecticut resident and have been following the
newspaper re: the Islander East Pipeline Project. I am appalled that the
political interference in the environmental evaluation of this project has
caused it to be delayed. If this pipeline route had been planned for one of
Branford’s many trailer parks instead of Katherine Kennedy’s (daughter-in-
law to Senator Ted Kennedy) very private Juniper Point neighborhood, the
Islander East Pipeline would have already been built. I urge the Commerce
Department to support the Islander East Pipeline appeal and overturn the CT
DEP’s objection to the CZMA permit application.

Sincerzly, %

Scott D. Keith
12 Mill Plain Road # A
Branford, CT 06405



August 8, 2003

Mr. Scott Gudes

Deputy Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Re: 1Islander East’s appeal of the Connecticut DEP’s.
denial of the CZM

Dear Mr. Gudes,

I am a Branford, Connecticut resident and small
business owner. Branford has benefited by having the
choice of natural gas for the past 50 years. 90% of the
gas Connecticut receives comes through the state of New
York. It is narrow minded to say that this project
should not be built because there is no benefit to
Connecticut. This facility will provide future
opportunities for Connecticut’s electric generation

plants presently burning oil to convert to the cleanest
fossil fuel.

The success of economic growth in our society depends
on adequate energy supplies and competitive choices.
I urge the Commerce Department to set aside the
political interference and base your decision to
overturn the CT DEP’s denial of the Islander East

Pipeline’s CZMA permit application on the environmental
facts.

Sincerely

Bob Intravia

BriteLite Promotions
209 Montowese Street
Branford, CT 06405



7 Holbrook Road
Seymour, CT 06483

August 7, 2003

Mr. Scott Gudes

Deputy Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Re:  Islander East’s appeal of Conn. DEP denial of the Coastal Zone
Mgmt. Program constancy concurrence

Gentlemen:

As Connecticut residents we are in favor of Islander East’s appeal
and urge the Commerce Department to support their appeal and overturn the
CT DEP’s objection to their CZMA permit application. Thank you.

Very truly yours,
%{m
Tt }gchuum

Donald and Elinor Schiavi
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August 5, 2003

I’m Mike Guarniere, North Haven, CT.

I’m a lobsterman and I farm clam beds off of Branford. I should say I used
to be a lobsterman. The lobsters are gone. Believe me, I have 500 traps out
and can’t make expenses. The traps are coming out this week. Commercial
lobstering is a thing of the past thanks to the spraying allowed by the
Connecticut DEP. The Town of Branford isn’t helping any with their over
100 violations of the Clean Water Act in the past 5 years. How can you
object to a sealed pipeline that doesn’t discharge anything and not object to
raw sewerage flowing into the Sound every time it rains? This issue was
known by the Town and DEP for years. Where has the DEP enforcement
been?

If Connecticut Stop The Pipeline put as much effort into fixing the Branford
sewer system as they do trying to stop a pipeline that happens to be near
Kiki Kennedy’s very private Juniper Point home, the Sound would be a
much cleaner place.

The only reason we are here tonight is because some politically connected
people on Juniper Point have pulled the right strings. Ask yourself this, if _
this pipeline were affecting a trailer park and not the mansions on the
shoreline would we be having this hearing. I think not, and that is-shameful.



Michael Guarniere
11 Pleasant Drive
North Haven, CT 06473

Ms. Cori Rose

US Army Corps of Engineers
696 Virginia Road

Concord, MA 01742-2751

File: 200103091 —Islander East/Algonquin Gas
Public Hearing-August 5, 2003

Dear Ms Rose:

Due to the Corps protocol on speakers I was unable to speak at your hearing. Ms. Kennedy filled
the room with elected officials thereby denying me the opportunity to speak at a reasonable hour.
I have to give her credit, getting her political folks to the mike and keeping anyone in favor of the
project in their seats until after 10:00 p.m.

I suggest you put politics aside and evaluate the project on its merits. Natural gas is a benefit to
the environment and the pipelines that deliver the gas are carefully routed and procedures are in
place for mitigation of impacts. This project has been thoroughly examined and fully permitted
with the exception of Connecticut issued permits. It is obvious what is going on here-politics and
only politics. Get on with it and issue the Permit.

I have enclosed my prepared remarks for the August 5* hearing and would hope they become a
part of the hearing record. <

.« a- . e

Very truly yours,

Mike Guarniere

Cc: US Department of Commerce l/



Margaret Palmieri
56 Cedar Knolls Drive
Branford, CT 06405

August 1, 2003

Office of General Counsel for Ocean Services
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

1305 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

RE: IslanderEast
File Number 200103091

Dear General Counsel:

As a resident and property owner in Branford for the past 10 years, I am writing
to implore you to deny Islander East a permit to build a pipeline across Long
Island Sound from Branford.

The ecology of our shorefront and waters is of the greatest concern to me. The
proposed route and method of drilling under the sound would impact very
seriously in a negative fashion thereby damaging the environment of that portion
of Long Island Sound

Please exercise your authorityand protect the ecology that we who live here
treasure.

Margarel Palmier

Islander East.2. ltr 8-1-03
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March 7, 2002

Honorable Donald L.. Evans

Secretary of Commerce

Herbert C. Hoover Building

14th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing in support of an appeal submitted by Islander East, LL.C to overturn
the October 15, 2002 denial by the Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) regarding proposed construction of the islander East pipeline.

I know the project is in fact consistent with the requirements of Connecticut’s
federally approved Coastal Zone Management Program (CZM), which is
designed to balance our nation’s energy interests with the protection of the
state’s environment.

In respect to environmental concerns, the pipeline’s sponsors have taken
extraordinary care to minimize environmental impact of the pipeline, thus fulfilling
their obligations under the CZM.

Islander East will employ minimally invasive, horizontal direct drilling (HDD)
technology that minimizes the need to dig a trench in portions of the pipeline
route. it is a technique that has been embraced by such well-regarded,
enviranmental conservation organizations as the Long Island Pine Barrens
Society and the Nature Conservancy for helping to significantly reduce the
pipeline’s impact to the Pine Barrens’ core preservation area.

The pipeline will be placed beneath the ocean floor, causing minimum
disturbance to near-shore shelifish beds or any other environmentatty sensitive
areas. Furthermore, offshore construction activity will take place during winter
manths, when shellfish are less active and less susceptible to disturbance.
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